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someone willing to be taught. But people's hearts are
fast closed against Them with the lock of gold, of power,
of fame, of sloth and indifference, of sin and worldly
enjoyment; and unless they are unlocked, the Teacher
waiting outside cannot cross the threshold and illuminate
the mind. " Without Him," says a newly-chosen pupil, (< I
could have done nothing, but through His help I have
been able to succeed." Only it should be remembered
that help is ready and waiting for every one; therefore
whenever there is any delay, it is on the side of the pupil
that the difficulty lies, never on His. Much as a man may
desire to find his Teacher, the Teacher is a thousandfold
more constant in His desire to find him, because many
are wanted, while only a few are found, who, being
trained, may go out into the world to help suffering
humanity.

Thus the Teachers do not withhold knowledge
because They grudge the giving, but They are hampered
by the want of receptivity, by the closing of the heart.
They cannot force humanity along any line of progress,
though They help when the slightest opportunity is offered.
If They bent our wills to Theirs, civilisation would be
more perfect than now, but we should be only like obedient
children instead of developing strength and initiative of
self-reliant manhood.

Again, no cure of misery can be permanent so long
as the cause of the mischief is kept going. The miseries
growing out of men's selfishness can be removed perma-
nently only by striking at the root of causes. The Root of
all evil is ignorance, as already stated at the end of
Chapter I, and the Masters are always ready to teach
if only They find persons willing to be taught. tt For
when the disciple is ready, the Master is ready also."